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sault on the following day.    The two commanders  CHAP, six

arranged their signals so that they could commu-  Jan.is,i865

nicate with each other from time to time as they  PHisT'Nav*

might have occasion.   At daylight the fleet com-      715j716
menced its firing.   The time agreed upon for the

assault was the middle of the afternoon, and Ames,  w- 5; 5P1

'                          '         \i) 415

who commanded the assaulting column, moved at
3: 30. Porter landed a force of sailors and marines
to move against the sea-front in cooperation with
Ames's assault. They were under Commander
Breese, of the riavy. These sailors and marines
had worked their way up to within a couple of
hundred yards of the fort before the assault. The 16'1862
signal was given and the assault was made; but the
poor sailors and marines were repulsed and very
badly handled by the enemy, losing two hundred
and eighty killed and wounded out of their number.

Ourtis's brigade charged successfully,, though met
by a heavy fire, some of the men having to wade
through the swamp up to their waists to reach the
fort. Many were wounded, of course, and some
killed; but they soon reached the palisades. These
they cut away, and pushed on through. The other
troops then came up, Pennypacker's following Cur- w-
tis, and Bell, who commanded the Third Brigade of
Ames's division, following Pennypacker. But the
fort was not yet captured, though the parapet was
gained.

The works were very extensive. The large para-
pet around the work would have been but very little
protection to those inside except when they were
close up under it. Traverses had therefore been ibid. 399
run until really the work was a succession of small
forts inclosed by a large one. The rebels made aH
